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Venture Week Holiday Club 

Monday 30 July - Friday 3 August 

10am - 12 noon 

Special service on Sunday 5 August at 11am 

For children in P1 - P7 

Planning is currently under way for our Venture Week Holiday Club, running 
this summer, and we need your help as volunteers!  If you think you could 
assist with helping run the week, even just for a morning or two, please get in 

touch. 

Activities include helping the children with games, crafts, songs, drama, and 
stories! 

Everyone over the age of 18 who helps needs to be PVG checked so please 
let us know as soon as possible so that we can start this process. 

More information available from -  

Fiona Morton  f.m.morton@hotmail.co.uk  

 or Ruth Laidlaw ruthlaidlaw@gmail.com 
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MINISTER’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The Joy of Spring

After what has been a long, cold, 
damp and dark winter, the signs and 
the glimmer of hope that spring has 
finally arrived is beginning to dawn 
on us.  At least, that is my view and 
hope! 

However, how we view the world depends on what we believe.  Whether we 
put our faith in there being a God or in there not being a God is a choice that 
acts like spectacles: it affects – or should affect – how we view the world. 

So, where the atheist sees in an event only the blind, careless action of Nature 
(whatever he, she or it is), the Christian sees deeper, finding a God-given 
meaning and purpose.  Where the atheist notes beauty or complexity in the 
natural world but sees in it nothing more than the product of chance and time, 
the Christian sees in it God’s care and wisdom. 

In reality many people who claim to be ‘unbelievers’ wear what you might call 
mental bifocals; faced with joy, beauty or tragedy in life they shift to focus 
through the lens of faith and inconsistently treat such things as having 
meaning and purpose.  So even the most hardened atheist will, when cradling 
their new-born baby, move from a viewpoint which sees birth as simply the 
successful reproduction of the species to one of wonder and gratefulness. 

This different perspective on life applies strongly with the arrival of spring, a 
season that, although cruelly postponed this year, is now with us.  For the 
consistent atheist, spring is nothing more than the inevitable product of a 
planet with a tilted axis: there must be seasons.  Coldly, logically, spring is 
really just applied astronomy or practical physics.  And nothing more than 
that. 

Yet of course we all feel that there’s more to spring than that.  There is – in the 
most reverent of senses – a charm to the season.  Mysteriously, inexplicably, 
unstoppably, the world wakes up and we, in turn, become more alive with it.  
Spring lifts the spirit and cheers up the dullest and most depressed soul.  To 
eyes that see through the spectacles of faith there is much more here than 
simply a change of season.  We can see deeper and let me suggest three 
thoughts of my own to stimulate your thinking.    /continued
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Minister’s Food For Thought continued 

First, spring speaks of the triumph of light over darkness.  Slowly, but 
inevitably, the days have grown longer.  Daylight of some sort now occurs 
through much of our waking day: we open curtains earlier and close them later 
as winter’s all enveloping gloom slips away.  We who trust in the One who put 
the stars in place see beyond astronomy and rejoice that we see light 
triumphing over darkness.  In the great passage at the start of John’s Gospel 
that deals with the coming of Christ we read in verse 5 that ‘the light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’.  Spring is a visual 
reminder of the truth – much-needed these days – that, ultimately, light wins. 

Second, spring is the triumph of life over death.  Winter landscapes, full of 
dreary greys and browns, seem devoid of life.  Spring suddenly brings to the 
natural world what can only be called a resurrection, with death replaced by 
life.  We who know and love the story of Jesus see a deep echo here of the 
promise, sealed by the resurrection, that one day death’s reign will end. 

Finally, spring is the triumph of hope over despair.  I accept that winter has its 
fans amongst skiers, climbers and those sensitive to sunlight.  Yet for most of 
us there is something gloomy about winter; particularly those grey, damp, 
sunless days that are such a feature of the British Isles.  Indeed, if like me, you 
are unfortunate enough to suffer from SAD (seasonal affective disorder) 
winter is, in a real sense, depressing.  Spring, however, opens the curtains on 
life; it is the season where moods lighten, gloom lifts and hope dawns.  

To me spring echoes the experience of many when they come to faith in 
Christ; the clouds part, the sun shines and hope gleams in the darkest of lives.  
For those of us who live north of the equator there is something truly 
significant in the fact that Easter – the festival of resurrection – occurred in 
spring. 

I love spring. I love what it is, but I love still more what I see in it: light, life 
and hope. 

May we all, enjoy spring and give thanks to God for the beauty 
of this season.  A reminder that ‘Great is His Faithfulness’. 

With blessings and prayers, 

Benjamin 

(Minister)
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Church Diary

May 

6 9.30 am Family Service with the Praise Band 
 11.00 am Morning Worship 
13 11.00 am Christian Aid Service 
20 11.00 am Morning Worship 
27 11.00 am Morning Worship followed by short Communion 
29 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 

June 

3 9.30 am Family Service 
 11.00 am Morning Worship 
10 11.00 am Sunday Club Promotion Service 
17 11.00 am Morning Worship 
24 9.30 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 11.00 am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
26 4.00 pm Service at Strachan House 

Sunday Tea/Coffee Rota  

I have now retired from organising the Sunday tea/coffee arrangements and  
am delighted that Kathryn Gray has agreed to take over. 

I would like to sincerely thank those past and present who have volunteered or 
had their arm twisted to help, your support has been greatly appreciated. 

The next rota will be drawn up in a few weeks and we will, as usual, be 
looking for new helpers so, if you feel this is something you would like to add 
your name to, Kathryn (336 2920) would love to hear from you. 

Wishing you well for the future.  

Margaret Notman 

And a huge thank you to Margaret for organising the rota over many 
years.  ……  Editor
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Family 
DEATHS 

April 

12  Mrs Nan Robertson 

16  Mrs Patsy Baxter 

Flowers 
The flowers in church in May will 
be donated as follows: 

6 In memory of Charles and 
Isabel Brown 

13 Mrs Betty Blackford 

20 Mrs Alison Hewat 

27 Mrs Winifred Scott 

Mrs Ann Wood and Mrs Diane Ross 
will be delivering the flowers. 

Violet Troup, Flower Convener
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Edinburgh Floral Art Club 

On Friday 11 May the 
demonstrator is Delyth Price 
from Carmarthen arranging 

beautiful flowers with the title 
‘Inspired’.  All welcome. 

Visitors £7.  
On Friday 8 June, also the AGM,  

Margaret Rumens will 
demonstrate on the theme 

‘Summer Wine’.  Members only. 

Ray Oliver

James Sloggie OBE 
It was with sadness that we noted 
the death of James Sloggie, 
much-respected organist of 
Blackhall St Columba’s, between 
the 1950s and 1970s. 

James was a teacher of music in 
primary and secondary schools 
and HM Inspector of Schools 
between 1962 and 1983.  He was 
awarded the OBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours in June 1983. 

For many years he conducted the 
Edinburgh Bach Choir. 

James, age 97, died peacefully at 
his home in Cardrona, nr Peebles, 
on 15 March.  Our thoughts are 
with his wife Frances and their 
family.

Lest We Forget 
‘Lest we forget’, part two of the War Memorial stories telling something of 
those Blackhall men who died in WW2 and are not named on the Memorial 
is now available from the Church Office or from Mary Morrison.  Price £3.
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Easter Sunday 
8am Service on 

Corstorphine Hill 
by the Tower 

It was a crisp but sunny 
morning up the hill this 
year.  Fifty people (7 dogs 
too) attended the service 
and their singing was excellent.  Donald Cameron gave us the music and Sing 
Aloud two lovely Easter songs to enjoy.  After the service most returned to the 
large hall for their coffee and bacon roll so thanks to the band of volunteers 
who served them.  They did not want to be named saying the smile on the 
faces of those munching on the rolls was reward enough. 

Michael Cockburn 
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The Kirk Session met on Tuesday 10 April 2018 

Building For The Future 
It was noted that the Fund Raising sub group had agreed that there will be a 
launch of the appeal to the Congregation to be held on Saturday 26 May.  
Further details will be intimated.  Meantime Session was pleased to hear that 
two pledges had been made, one for £100,000 and one for £50,000. 

Appointment of Presbytery Elder 
It was agreed that Eddie Thorn be re-appointed as the Kirk Session 
representative to The Presbytery of Edinburgh. 

Communion Convener 
It was noted that Andrew Walls had decided to retire from the role of 
Communion Convener.  Andrew has carried out this duty over the past six 
years and he was thanked for his faithful service over that period.  Session was 
pleased to note that Jim Laing had volunteered to become Convener at the end 
of this year when Andrew will step down from a job well done. 

Defibrillator 
Session was advised that an application for a grant to purchase a defibrillator 
had been submitted to the Inverleith Neighbourhood Partnership.  As this 
equipment will be placed in the halls area and will be available for use by the 
many adults and children who pass through the halls on a weekly basis it was 
deemed only appropriate to request funding from this source. 

Palm Sunday Afternoon Service 
It was noted that there had been much favourable feedback on the afternoon 
Service held on Palm Sunday.  This had been an opportunity for the more 
elderly and housebound members of the Congregation to attend church. 

Pirie Mission Partnership Group 
Session was advised by the Clerk that the residual funds, namely £1,207, held 
by The Blackhall St Columba’s Mission Trust, the Trust set up to administer 
funds raised for the Pirie Mission, had been remitted to our friends at Pirie.  In 
addition steps were now being taken to wind up the Trust. 

Eddie Thorn 
Session Clerk
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Tell Scotland 

‘There is a movement of the Holy Spirit in Scotland unlike anything we 
have seen for many years.’  These were the words in 1956 of Rev Tom 
Allan a minister in Kelvinside and then in St George's Tron, Glasgow.   
The Tell Scotland movement was an initiative of the General Assembly 
and included the All Scotland Crusade led by Billy Graham. 

In Blackhall we combined with Davidson's Mains and Cramond 
churches and those willing from any denomination to visit all the homes 
in the parishes.  After some training, equipped with literature and 
supported by prayer, visitors were paired, if possible male and female, 
older and younger, across the churches and denominations and so the 
area was covered.  I remember greatly enjoying the company of a 
Quaker lady as we went together.  Of course we reported back on homes 
where there was need or interest. 

This was happening all over Scotland.  D.P. Thomson evangelist of the 
Church of Scotland led teams to parts of the North and the Isles to back 
up local people. 

Of course, there are dangers in looking back but sometimes we need the 
past to encourage us and inspire us for the future.  Could there be 
revival of faith again in Scotland?  Neither the Holy Spirit or the 
message has changed. 

Celebration of Hope 

Over the weekend of June 15-17 Will Graham, grandson of Billy, will 
be holding a weekend of meetings under the title ‘Celebration of Hope’ 
in Central Scotland.  It is proposed that a group from Blackhall go to the 
Sunday evening meeting in Falkirk Stadium.  Transport will be 
arranged. 

Please sign up on the notice board if you would like to go. 

Mary Morrison
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As intimated in the last issue of Kirk News, the next stage 
of the Building for the Future project has begun.  The 
architect is working on developing more detailed plans, 
initially for the work to be done on the sanctuary.  This is 
quite a lengthy process.  It will involve more consultation 
with the steering group to take account of ideas which they 
and members of the congregation have put forward and 
when the specifications have been agreed the architects 
will prepare documents for submission for planning 
permissions and building warrants and, of course, 
authority from the Presbytery and Church Head Office to 
go ahead.  When all that is completed tender documents 
will have to be prepared and the tender process itself will 
have to be gone through.  Only after all that can we expect 
to see any physical work being done. 

Of course, all of this is dependent on our being able to 
raise the money for the project and the fund-raising sub-
committee has already been planning for this.  As you will 
see opposite, there will be a fund-raising launch event to 
which all members of the congregation are invited on 
Saturday 26 May when much more detail will be given and 
the actual process of raising the necessary money will 
begin in earnest.
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Building for the Future 

Fundraising Launch Event 

If you’re a member,  
or are associated with Blackhall St Columba’s, 
you’re invited to join us in the Church Halls on 

Saturday 26 May 2018 

10.00 am – 12.00 noon 

for the launch of our fundraising efforts for the 
Building for the Future project. 

Expect displays and slide shows  

Enjoy tea and treats 

We look forward to seeing you there
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Christian Aid Week  13 to 19 May 2018 

Stories like Vilia’s show how much stronger we are when we all 
come together.  With the support provided through their local 
partners, Vilia is stronger than anything nature throws at her. 

Vilia lived in Port-au-Prince when the 
earthquake hit Haiti in January 2010.  She 
heard people running and shouting, saw 
wires fall and houses crumble.  In the 
confusion and terror, she couldn’t even 
recognise her home or neighbourhood.  As 
she searched for her home and for her 
mother, she had to step over bodies lying on 
the ground.  Vilia never found her mother.  
She still doesn’t know how she died.  
Bereaved and homeless, Vilia went back to 
her hometown, 200km from Port-au-Prince, 
with her husband and seven children.  But life was a struggle and she had 
nowhere to stay. 

Christian Aid’s partner KORAL saw how dire Vilia’s situation was and 
reached out to help her.  They built her a new home, safe and strong enough to 
stand up to natural disasters.  Vilia will never forget her mother but our help 
has allowed her to move on from the other things she lost.  The new house 
made Vilia incredibly happy but it’s done more than that.  It’s been a safe 
haven for dozens of people when they needed it most. 

On the terrifying night in October 2016 when Hurricane Matthew hit, Vilia’s 
neighbours quickly realised that her house was the only one in the area sturdy 
enough to cope with the hurricane.  One by one they fled to her house and she 
welcomed them in.  In all, 54 people sheltered safely from the hurricane in 
Vilia’s house.  Despite the ferocity of the hurricane, which left more than 800 
people dead and thousands more displaced, her house lost only one roof panel.  
Many other homes in the area were totally destroyed. 

Vilia is incredibly grateful for the help she’s received and she’s used it to help 
others.  But she knows that there are many others in her neighbourhood who 
are struggling.  She wishes we could help them too.
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Each year Christian Aid Week brings tens of thousands of Christians 
together to achieve incredible things.  We need you to join us so we can 
do more and make sure that none of Vilia’s neighbours have to fear the 
next hurricane.  £210 is enough to train a local builder in Haiti to build 
homes as sturdy as Vilia’s.  That would give more of her neighbours a 
safe place to weather the next disaster and a fighting chance to build a 
better life.  This is just one example of the work Christian Aid can do 

through its local partners.   

Please make a donation using the envelope inserted in this 
magazine and together we will make a difference to people like Vilia 

and her neighbours who need our help. 
Your envelope can be returned to the church any time during May.
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Christian Aid 
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 19 May 2018 

10 am – 12 noon 

Blackhall St Columba’s Church Hall 

Tickets £3 (£1 for children over 5) 

Donations of home-baking to be sold would 
be appreciated.

Reg. Scottish Charity no. SC039150
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Outreach 

Eco Fair Blackhall Primary School 
Saturday 12 May 2018 from 10 00 - 12 noon 

Our church will have a stall at this school-led event on Saturday 12 May 2018 
along with many other organisations involved in eco and conservation.  Come 
along and see many interesting things on display re wildlife, conservation and 
new ideas in re-cycling - a real community event - and support our stall where 
we will be delighted to see you. 

Sponsored Walk for Christian Aid 
Saturday 19 May 2018 at 10 am 

Blackhall will have its first sponsored walk for some years to raise money for 
Christian Aid.  Anyone from the community or organisations operating in 
Blackhall can join in this ‘Walk the Walk’ and raise money for Christian Aid.  
This will be part of a week of events supporting Christian Aid in Blackhall 
St Columba’s Church. 

Pin Badge of the Blackhall St Columba’s Church Cross 
In recent weeks we have been presenting members and friends of Blackhall 
St Columba’s Church with this unique Church Cross pin badge. 

If you missed out on this and would like to wear one please ask any of the 
Welcome Team when you come to church or call Michael on 0131 332 4841. 

For more information about the above contact - 

Michael Cockburn, Outreach Committee, Blackhall St Columba’s 
Church, on 332 4841 or email  Cockburn_carfrae@yahoo.co.uk 
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Quiz Night 

Thursday 17 May 2018 at 7 30 pm 

Blackhall St. Columba’s Church Hall 

Supporting 
Building for the Future and Christian Aid 

All church and community organisations are invited to enter 
teams of 4-6 members, but if individuals would like to come 

along or form their own team please do so and send your team 
name and size to Eddie Thorn (egthorn@btinternet.com) or to 

the Church Office. 

Refreshments are included in the price of the tickets. 

Do come and enjoy the fun. 

Tickets price £5 - pay at the door 

Christian Aid Scotland, Registered Charity  SC039150 
Blackhall St Columba’s Church of Scotland, Edinburgh, Registered Charity SC008756 
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Sunday 20 May 2018, 12 30 pm - 6 pm 
Princes Street Gardens
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Peace be With You! 
Come and celebrate the life and work of the church.  It’s free to attend and 
you are most welcome to come along and join the friendly atmosphere as 
you explore the event from east to west - and back again. At 5 pm we gather 
in our thousands for a massed worship service.  Come and experience it. 

Main Stage - Family Stage - Peace @ St Cuthbert’s - 
Picnic (Bring Your Piece!) - Over 60 congregations/exhibitors - 

‘In Conversation’ Tent featuring: 
Hugh Pym with Sally Magnusson 

Very Rev Dr Lorna Hood OBE with Louise MacDonald (Young Scot) 
Ross Greer MSP with Very Rev Dr Derek Browning and Robin Downie 

Anna Magnusson with Rev Dr Margaret Forrester 
Hugh Pym with Scots in Great War London Group

Families! 
12 30 pm - 3pm    Giant picnic at the Heart & Soul family stage 

Games - Stories - Fun - Fischy music 
All are welcome

Youth!  Saturday 19 May 2018, 7 - 9 pm 
For the first time ever, Heart and Soul will host an evening especially for 
young people.  Led by Powerpoint Scotland, it will be a night to share with 
friends (and make new ones) through energetic, powerful worship, in the 
open air of Princes Street Gardens.  The event is free and all are welcome! 
We are pleased to welcome Christian EDM group, LZ7 to perform some of 
their worldwide chart-topping tracks at Heart and Soul in celebration of 
#YOYP 

‘These guys are the real deal’  ‘Freshest sound birthed from the UK’ - ‘A 
must see and a must hear’
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Walking Group 

The group has been in 
abeyance for a couple of 
years since Judith and 
Ruth took a well-earned 
r e s t f rom do ing the 
organising.  In an effort to 
revive it seven of us set 
off on a cold Easter 
Monday morning to walk 
part of the Water of Leith 
Walkway.  Starting at the 
Dean Village, and after a 
stop in Stockbridge for coffee, we arrived in Leith at lunchtime.  If it had been 
a better day we would probably have walked back along the Walkway.  
However, after a lovely lunch at Mimi’s, we realised that the snow that was 
forecast was not far away so we called it a day and got the bus home. 

We are hoping to do more walks over the summer.  So that plans can be made 
for dates and lengths of walk that suit if you would like to join us please 
contact Sheila Mackintosh (0131 336 1357). 

Church Golf Outing - Involvement '88 Cup 
Friday, 1 June 2018 

Once again the annual golf outing will be held at Ravelston Golf Course – the 
date being Friday 1st June 2018 starting at 1.30 pm prompt.  As usual a list 
will appear on the Church Office notice board in early May and all interested 
players are asked to add their names, handicaps and phone number and also if 
they will be staying for Tea.  The competition is open to all members of the 
congregation and is a fun afternoon and a great way of meeting other 
members.  So please come along and enjoy an afternoon of golf, food, fun and 
company.  Golf for any non-member of Ravelston Golf Club is only £10 
(Guest rate) and an excellent high tea is great value at £9. 

I am sure everyone would like to say a big thank you to Bob 
Brown for his many years of running this Outing.  We all miss 
you Bob! 

Mike McKinnell   332 5194
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Midweek Services 

By the time this magazine is distributed the last Midweek Service for this 
session will have taken place on Wednesday 2 May.  We will restart in mid 
September.  Watch this space for more information. 

A huge thank you to all who helped in any way.  We have great teams of soup 
makers who also serve and clear up.  In addition there are one or two people 
willing to make extra soup when necessary.  We have had an interesting 
selection of speakers all of whom give us food for thought.  It has been good 
that the numbers attending have increased so that we have had to set up 6 
tables.  There is always room for more attendees so keep this in mind – there is 
no age limit.  We meet every 2 weeks throughout the winter from September 
until May. 

The new rota of helpers will be prepared over the summer so if you think you 
could help us by serving on one of the teams please do get in touch.  We are 
losing a number of soup makers who have been involved since the services 
began and who feel it is time to hang up their ladles – quite rightly so.  Please 
ask for more info from: - 

Anne Burton and Elspeth Williamson 

 or contact the Church Office and Julie will put you in touch with one of us. 

Fairtrade Stall 

We run all year round.  Next 2 stalls are on 13 May and 10 June.  During the 
summer when there are 2 services (one at 9.30 am and one at 11am) we run 
the stall between the services.  Please do support us.  Remember that orders 
can always be given if you have a look through the catalogues (always 
available). 

If you think you would like to join the team and assist on a stall just ask for 
more information when the next stall is on. 

Elspeth Williamson
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Fellowship Afternoon 
Group 

The Fellowship Afternoon Group 
wi l l now have a b reak t i l l 
September. 

Our last meeting in April was a 
happy occasion when we listened to 
the music played by Alastair Wood 
on the accordion and Tom Clouston 
on electric guitar, with delightful 
harmonies and mostly Scottish 
tunes. 

Our team will start planning a new 
syllabus at the end of this month.  If 
you have an interest you would like 
to give a short talk about, or you 
have photos or video of a holiday 
you would care to share, please get 
in touch.  Suggestions for meetings 
will also be appreciated. 

Meantime we wish all our members 
a relaxing time over the Summer. 

Fiona Drinnan 
343 6762 

Tuesday Topics 

The final meeting of the current 
session took place in April when we 
had our A.G.M followed by a beetle 
drive. 

We looked back on a series of 
meetings which were well attended 
and at which we enjoyed talks on a 
variety of topics.  The group has 
now been running for thirty years 
a n d w e h a d a n e v e n i n g o f 
celebration back in December with 
excellent musical entertainment 
provided by "Quern". 

Thanks to the generosity of Tuesday 
Topics members, we will be able to 
donate £300 to St Columba’s 
Hospice. 

We look forward to our next session 
which will begin in September. 

Diana Taylor 
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A Pentecost picture to colour
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